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Nor need the teacher of English leave out of count the
steps he takes to prepare for an interest in manner, or,
as we may now call it, for appreciation of style. To
appreciate style is to delight in the fitness of word and
sound to convey the meaning of the author.
Cultivating an Ear
The power of discrimination of sounds and of words
prepares for this, and is essential for its full and fine
•development. The methods of language study describ-
ed in the previous chapters contribute largely to the
training of these powers. For example, the principle has
been advocated of introducing the beginner to the sounds
•of words before he utters them or sees them in writing,
of teaching sounds deliberately and system at ically and,
where helpful, through contrast with vernacular sounds
with which they might otherwise be confused, of accus-
toming pupils to the intonation of English spoken in
sentences, and of making full use of any training in
phonetics which the teacher may possess. The habit of
listening for sound, (not only for meaning), and of care
in pronunciation, is thus inculcated early, and thus is
begun that cultivation of a good ear which is one constitu-
ent in the appreciation of literary style, in prose and
poetry.
Cultivating a Sense for Words
But the teacher also plays his part in teaching his
pupil to discriminate between words. For literary apprec-
iation there is required a sense not only of the meaning of
words but of what we may call their atmosphere. In any
language, even in the mother tongues, both these senses
can only grow up slowly. The sense of the shades of
meaning which a word can bear, of the kind of contexts
in which it may or may not be used, of the moods to
which it responds, is a sense that develops by reiterated
meeting with that word in its varying moods and signifi-
cances, and develops largely unconsciously. The skilled
introduction of the pupil to independent reading is at the
same* time his mtrodiictic«i to ;a wider circle of* language

